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Impossible is Temporary

In a recent  visit  to the Muhammad Ali 
Center in Louisville, Kentucky, I was reminded 
that brief interactions in our lives do indeed 
change the trajectory of who we become.  

Ali, also known as The Champ or The GOAT- 
Greatest of All Time, had humble beginnings.   

Admittedly, I did not know a lot about Ali 
before millions of us TV viewers watched him 
carry the torch that lit the Olympic flame in 

1996.  In the quarter century since that July, 
our country?s journey towards Ali?s dream of 
social justice, has been spotty for some, and 
very bleak for others.   Walking through the 

Muhammad Ali Center one sees hundreds of 
awards and memorabilia and a cool life-sized 
boxing rink complete with a recording of 
cheering crowds.  Ali, himself, was there, 
speaking with confidence to us through reels 
of old film.    Sometimes he made me smile, 
but always his words made me reflect.  

Dr . Michele Yovanovich , 
Vice Provost , St udent  Af fairs

?Impossible is just a big word thrown around by small men [and women] who find it easier to live 
in the world they?ve been given than to explore the power they have to change it. Impossible is 
not a fact. It?s an opinion. Impossible is not a declaration. It?s a dare. Impossible is potential. 
Impossible is temporary. Impossible is nothing.? 

-Muhammad Ali



?Don?t count the days, make the days, 
count,? or, ?I should be a postage 
stamp.  That?s the only way I?ll ever get 
licked.?  

When Ali was 12, his red bicycle was 
stolen.  Upset by this, Ali searched for 
someone to help. Finding police officer, 
Sergeant Joe Martin, young Ali 
exclaimed that he would ?whup? the 
thief.   As fate would have it, the 
Sergeant was actually a boxing trainer. 
He challenged Ali to learn how to fight 
for real. They trained together for years. 

 A chance encount er  w it h som eone 
who m ent ored him , was providence 
t hat  cat apult ed Muham m ad Ali int o a 
l i fe of  unparalleled at hlet icism , social 
just ice, philant hropy, and hum anit y.   

As we reflect on all the students, faculty 
and staff that have chosen FSW, let?s be 
open to the potential for chance 
encounters knowing that just one could 
catapult another to their own greatness, 
or GOAT-ness.    

And, hey, it probably wouldn?t hurt 
either if each of us looked into the 
mirror every day and said with Ali?s 
poetic confidence, ?I am the greatest. I 
said that even before I knew I was.?  

The Bucs Sof t ball Team  celebrat es FSW's f ir st  NJCAA 
Nat ional Cham pionship in May
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 The Office of Admissions received 11,222 
applications for the Fall 2021 term.  

- Of those, 10,014 students were 
admitted.  

- The largest population of Fall admits 
is First-Time Freshman with 4,378 
students admitted.

We conducted 48 high school visits and 
in-school instant decision days at high schools 
in the FSW five-county service area.  

Admissions hosted 32 virtual information 
sessions for prospective students, 6 virtual 
workshops for high school counselors, and 
participated in 20 virtual recruitment college 
fairs.

3,505 students completed the newly-developed 
New Student Online Orientation. 

96.42% of  st udent s repor t ed feeling 
?very conf ident ? or  ?som ewhat  

conf ident ? st ar t ing classes, af t er  
com plet ing Online Or ient at ion.

2,505 students have completed the 
newly-developed New Student Advising 
Workshop.

The Office of Student Financial Aid paid out 
$40,071,926 in financial aid.  

- The largest portion of aid is Pell Grant 
funds equaling $22,345,414.  

- Students have also received more 
than $2,000,000 in 
institutional/Foundation aid.

By-the-Numbers Snapshot  into Student  Affairs

Dr. Brian Page and Director Andrae Jones welcome 
students back to the fall semester as they promote the 
QEP initiative
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3,525 students completed the placement 
testing for fall 2021

?I am very satisfied with the Online 
Orientation. It explained lots of things I didn't 
even know. Now I feel more confident about 
taking this amazing step for my future. FSW 
seems to be a very friendly and happy place to 
be. Thank you so much in advance for this 
great opportunity.  Go Bucs!?

Newly-developed Welcome Aboard events designed 
to complement the New Student Online Orientation 
developed  school pride and introduced Guided 
Pathways before enrollment. 

- 94% reported an increased pride in being an 
FSW Buccaneer

- 98% felt they were able to connect with FSW 
resources

?The session was super user friendly and well 
planned out! The Advisor was great at making 
me feel secure about my choices and the plan 
for my academic career.?

Welcome Back Fest ivit ies at  FSW started with students 
moving into Light  House Commons Saturday, August  21st .  

THANK YOU to all who assisted in 
Welcome Week!

New students enjoying the pool at Light 
House Commons

Welcome Back to Light House Commons with "DJ"  Jacob 
McAbee!

Aloha to the Fall semester!



Florida SouthWestern State College, an equal access institution, prohibits discrimination in its employment, programs 
and activities based on race, sex, gender identity, age, color, religion, national origin, ethnicity, disability, pregnancy, 
sexual orientation, marital status, genetic information or veteran status. Questions pertaining to educational equity, 
equal access or equal opportunity should be addressed to the College?s Title IX Coordinator/Equity Officer/504 
Coordinator: Jana Sabo; Room S-213; 8099 College Parkway SW, Fort Myers, FL 33919; (239)489-9051; 
Jana.sabo@fsw.edu. FSW online anonymous reporting www.fsw.edu/report. Inquiries/complaints can be filed with 
the Title IX Coordinator/Equity Officer online, in person, via mail, via email, or with the US Department of Education, 
Office of Civil Rights, Atlanta Office: 61 Forsyth St. SW Suite 19T70, Atlanta, GA 30303-8927.

Reach out  via email: 
Michele.Yovanovich@fsw.edu

Please follow  our  
 social m edia:

- FSW Student Engagement: ............... fswst udent s 
- FSW Campus Recreation: ...............fswcam pusrec 
- FSW Athletics: ............................................. fswbucs 
- Bucs C.A.R.E: ...................................... fswbucscare 

Best  w ishes t o each of  you for  a 
fant ast ic st ar t  t o t he fall sem est er !  

I consider  us par t ners in creat ing 
t he st udent  exper ience- so if  you 
have any quest ions about  of f ices or  
services in St udent  Af fairs, please 
don't  hesit at e t o cont act  m e or  any 
of  t he leadership in t he Division. 

On Sept em ber  17t h, t he of f ices in t he 
Division of  St udent  Af fairs on each 

cam pus w il l  be closed t o par t icipat e in 
an all-day professional developm ent  

conference on t he Lee Count y Cam pus. 

Collier students and staff enjoying fall 
opening!
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