
The Notorious Top 10 List
When I was young, I would stay up late to 
watch Late Night with David Letterman 
for his Top Ten List.  Something about 
lists puts things into a perspective ripe 
for enlightening conversation and 
deeper inquiry.

My list of greatest ballplayers of all t ime 
includes names like Babe Ruth, Ty Cobb, 
and Pete Rose.  From this short list you 
might already infer a respect for the 
classic game with the inclusion of the 
1920s era George 'Babe' Ruth and the 
1910s era Ty Cobb.  But you might also 
see a deeper debate.  Why does Pete 
Rose make the list, but Barry Bonds*  
doesn't?  And ahh, the inquiry has begun!

* Pete rose was banned for gambling on ballgames while 
Bonds was a member of the steroid era of the sport.

So what sort of top ten list is there to 
debate here at FSW?  Let 's start with an 
easy one.  How about:

Top 10 Things You Probably 
Didn't Know about FSW. 

#10 - FSW is 3rd in the State of Florida 
among Florida College System 
institutions for employment within 
one year of students graduating with 
their AA Degree.

According to the most recent Economic 
Security Report published per State Statute 
445.07, FSW ranks third in first year 
employment behind only Palm Beach State 
College and Valencia College at 70%.

#9 - Three of the Five currently offered 
Bachelor's programs at FSW are 
available at no 4-year public 
university within a three-hour radius 
drive of the Lee Campus.

In a study completed by Team AASPIRE 
comparing FSW with Florida Gulf Coast Univ., 
Univ. of South Florida, Florida Atlantic Univ., 
and Florida Polytechnic Univ., the BS 
Cardiopulmonary Sciences, BAS Public Safety 
Administration, and BAS Supervision and 
Management programs are only offered at 
FSW.  Not even USF, with an enrollment of 
49,000 students, offers any of these three 
programs.
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#8 - The idea that FSW 
enrollment is connected to 
unemployment is not as 
accurate a statement as it 
used to be.

Utilizing unemployment data for 
the State of Florida, Team AASPIRE 
compares FSW fall term 
enrollment as an indicator of the 
college's growth curve over the 
last two decades in the graphic 
below.  

FSW  enrollment used to follow 
unemployment increases or 
decreases with about a 1-year lag 
(e.g., if unemployment went up, 
one year later, enrollment would 
go up).  This trend was true for 
about a decade span from 
2003-2013, but hasn't been nearly 
as good a predictor since then.  In 
fact, even before the pandemic, 
enrollment was already venturing 
into a whole new world.

#7 - The average textbook 
cost for FSW students in 
general education core 
courses has dropped by over 
$30 in just two years.

In a study completed by Team 
AASPIRE for the Textbook 
Affordability Committee, the 
average textbook cost in general 
education core courses dropped 
from $145 in Spring 2019 to $114 
in Spring 2021.  Not only has Open 
Educational Resources (OER) 
directly changed the way students 
access materials, and therefore 
costs, the emergence of OER has 
also shown to influence the cost 
of textbooks in recent years as 
well according to a study by the 
National Center for Education 
Statistics (NCES Report #2018484).

#6 - Academically speaking, 
faculty at FSW represent 43 
of 50 states.

According to FSW records, faculty 
at FSW completed their Master 's 
degree or Doctoral degree from 
institutions located in 43 of the 50 
United States.  The only states not 

represented are Hawaii, Oregon, 
Idaho, Montana, Wyoming, and 
South Dakota.

#5 - Well you knew this was 
coming next...Academically 
speaking, faculty at FSW 
represent 13 other countries 
besides the USA from all 
continents except South 
America and Antarctica.

According to FSW records, faculty 
at FSW completed their Master 's 
degree or Doctoral degree from a 
variety of nations around the 
world.  Representatives from 
North America include Canada, 
Cuba, Dominican Republic, and 
Guatemala.  Representatives from 
Europe include the United 
Kingdom, and Ukraine.  
Representatives from Asia include 
China, India, and Russia.  
Representatives from Oceania 
include Australia and New 
Zealand.  And finally, 
representatives from Africa 
include South Africa and 
Zimbabwe.



#4 - The amount of credits 
an FSW student takes per 
term is a strong indicator of 
their age.

According to a study done by 
Team AASPIRE, the average age of 
a student enrolled in just three 
credits is 25.  Raise the number of 
credits from 3 to 15 and the 
average age drops from 25 to 18.  
But if you continue to increase 
credits, all the way up to 18, the 
average age jumps right back up 
to 24 again.

#3 - The length of time it 
takes students to graduate 
varies greatly.

While FSW and the State of Florida 
tend to report graduation rates at 
what we call the 150% rate (for 
2-year colleges, that means a 
3-year time frame), that rate can 
often be misleading.  A look at the 
time between starting term and 
graduation of FSW graduates from 
AY 2020-21 tells an interesting tale 
(see graphic at center of page).  A 
full 26.5% of graduates from this 
past year took 4 or more years to 
graduate.  And 11.8% of graduates 

did it in just one year (with the 
help of credits taken during their 
time in high school, of course).

#3 - Naples, Cape Coral, Ft. 
Myers, and Lehigh Acres are 
the four biggest student 
home cities.

While it may be no surprise that 
Naples, Cape Coral, and Ft. Myers 
are home to the largest student 
populations (contributing a total 
of 60% of FSW students), did you 
know Lehigh Acres is 4th place?  In 
fact, in contributing 11% of the 
student population, Lehigh Acres 
is home to a larger FSW student 
population than #5 Punta Gorda, 

#6 Port Charlotte, and #7 
Immokalee combined.   Labelle, 
Bonita Springs, and N. Ft. Myers 
round out the top 10, each 
contributing 2% or less.  And there 
you go, a top ten list within a top 
ten list!

 #2 - Even in a pandemic 
there is growth at FSW (and 
not just in the number of 
online courses).

In Team AASPIRE's current study 
focusing on comparing Fall 2019 
(pre-pandemic) and Fall 2021, we 
find some interesting growth 
spurts.  Enrollment for the School 
of Business and Technology is up 
2% from two years ago.  The 
School of Education has also seen 
growth since Fall 2019, up just a 
shade under 4% in Fall 2021.  And 
in perhaps the most unexpected 
of areas, non-Florida residents 
enrolling in FSW is also up from 
Fall 2019 by just over 4%.  For 
perspective, in Fall 2019 FSW had 
323 non-Florida residents 
enrolled.  This fall, that number 
has grown to 354.

 



AND, the #1 thing you probably didn't know 
about FSW...

Team AASPIRE takes requests!

While Team AASPIRE is a 6-person army entrenched 
in the good fight at FSW to find grants, conduct 
institutional research, and follow through on 
assessment, we are also here to help you at the front 
line.  Want to dig deeper about your classes?  Want to 
uncover the secrets of enrollment for your niche 
course?  It is the litt lest of litt le-known facts, but 
FSW's Team AASPIRE takes requests.  Let us know 
what you need, and we are there for you.  While we 
are busy, and it may take a litt le extra time, we 
guarantee you'll find the answers with us.

? ??Florida SouthWestern State College, an equal access institution, prohibits discrimination in its employment, programs and 
activities based on race, sex, gender identity, age, color, religion, national origin, ethnicity, disability, pregnancy, sexual 
orientation, marital status, genetic information or veteran status. Questions pertaining to educational equity, equal access or 
equal opportunity should be addressed to the College?s Title IX Coordinator/Equity Officer/504 Coordinator: Jana Sabo; Room 
K-241; 8099 College Parkway SW, Fort Myers, FL 33919; (239) 489-9051; Jana.sabo@fsw.edu. FSW online anonymous 
reporting www.fsw.edu/report. Inquiries/complaints can be filed with the Title IX Coordinator/Equity Officer online, in person, 
via mail, via email, or with the US Department of Education, Office of Civil Rights, Atlanta Office: 61 Forsyth St. SW Suite 
19T70, Atlanta, GA 30303-8927. .

Dr. Joseph van Gaalen is the Asst. Vice President of Team AASPIRE and has served FSW in assessment since 2014.  He is 
a former professor of Geological Oceanography at Coastal Carolina University.  He is also a former hydrogeologist and 
geostatistician at multiple geotechnical firms in the State of Florida, including serving as an expert witness in 
environmental cases.  Before making landfall, he served as science crew aboard the RV Bellows, RV Walton Smith, RV 
Pelican, and RV Suncoaster.  

Reach out  via email: joseph.vangaalen@fsw.edu

So what was the entry that invites conversation for you?  Was it 
that unemployment and enrollment aren't nearly as connected 
as you once thought?  Or are you further inspired to make the 
move to OER texts after seeing that entry make the list?  Or 
maybe you were absolutely certain you know a faculty member 
with an advanced degree from Montana and you'll have to get 
to the bottom of this!

Whatever the case, know this.  Data doesn't tell a story.  People 
do that.  The beauty in the data are not the numbers that go 
into it, but the way those numbers are put together, and this is 
how to tell a story with data.

https://www.fsw.edu/report
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